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Cypriot NGO has urged the

government to ratify a con-

vention for the protection of
all persons from enforced disappear-
ance.

The Gyprus NGO Truth Now
wrote to Justice Minister Ionas Nico-
laou urging him to take the matter
forward so that the convention can
be ratified before the end of R013,

The call coincided with the Tnter
national Day of the Disappeared that
15 celebrated every vear on August 30,

The TInternational Goalition
adainst Enforced Disappearanc-
s (ICAED) yesterday called on all
states to sign and ratify the conven-
tion, to recognise the competence of
the Committee on Enforeed Disap-
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pearances and to ensure full imple-
mentation,

“The ratification of the conyen-
tion would constitute a symbolic act
towards the Gypriot community and
especially the relatives of missing
I

r'SOns.

“It would also show the interna-
tional community the Republic of Cy-
prus’ commitment to protect human
rights” Truth Now said in its letter
to Nicolaou.

According to Truth Now, sev-
en years have passed since Cyprus
signed the convention, but it has yet
to be ratified by the House of Repre-
sentatives.

“This period is considered inex-
cusably long considering its short

length and the right its content pro-
tects,” it added,

According to the IGAED, the tr-
gency of the adoption of the Unit-
ed Nations Working Group on En-
forced or Involuntary Disappearanc-
€8 speaks of 53,986 outstanding cases
from 84 countries since its inception
in February 1980,

“More than three years since the
entry into force of the anti-disap-
pearance Conyvention, enforced dis-
appearance cases of the past remain
unresolved and we still witness the
occurrence of new cases,

“There are only 40 states that have
acceded to the Convention and only
16 of them have fully recognised the
competence of the UN Committee on
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Enforced Disappearances, Gonsider-
ing the global'seale of enforeed disap-
pearances and the limited number of
states that ratified the Convention,
the urgency of universal implemen-
tation, therefore, is imperative” an
announcement read,

The ICAED urged all states of
their responsibility to protect their
citizens from being subjected to the
crime of enforced disappearance
through their accession and full im-
plementation of the Convention.

“We, as one voice, are seeking for
justice to all the disappeared and
their families who suffer and are con-
tinuously suffering from the pain of
havinglost loved ones, whose wherea-
bouts are still unidentified.”
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Monitoring
political corruption
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By Nicole Zeniou

Citizens Alliance head Yiorgos Lillikas has
backed calls from Transparency Now for chang-
es to the law on political party finances saying
they were essential if parties are to regain the
trust of citizens. Speaking to reporters after a
meeting with the NGO, Lillikas said the 2012 law
needed to be revised in line with the Council of
Europe’s Anti-Corruption Group’s (GRECO) rec-
ommendations. “This issue is particularly im-
portant for our country, as we are ajl experienc-
inganunprecedented situation in Cyprus, where
scandals with the involvement of politicians and
parties are coming to the surface on a daily ba-
sis,” he said. This hurts democracy and has fed
tothe loss of trust in citizens towards parties but
alsotowards politics.

“If we want to win citizens’ trust back and
achieve active involvement of citizens in poli-
tics then we should not only adept GRECO rec-
ommendations but also move another step for-
ward," he said.

To this end, Citizens Alliance would submit pro-
posals in parliament so that the state monitors
the finances of parties and of politicians.

“Only through this way can we reqain credibility
of institutions, politicians, parties and in gener-
al of political life In our country,” he explaineg.
President of Transparency Now Eric Souk-
ioroglou said that the aim of the meeting was
to discuss the organisation's position on trans-
parency and p: ly GRECO's

dations against political corruption in refation
to the 2012 legislation on polltical parties, that
needed to be revised.

Soukioroglou exprassed satisfaction with the
OﬂimnsAllianneposiﬁmandsalthehoped
the other political parties would support the
amendments so that the GRECO recommenda-
tions will be adopted as soon as possible.
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OUTGOING CMPMEMBéR CALLS FORACTION ON MISSING‘

Exllumions' in

By Demetra Molyva

he Committee on Missing
Persons (CMP) is ready to
20 ahead with exhumations

in three military areas if the Turk-
ish army gives the green light, out-
going Greek Cypriot: member Aris-
tos Aristotelous said yesterday.

Aristotelous (photo) said com-
mittee members had agreed to ap
ply for a permit to exhume the re-
mains of missing persons in specific
military zones in 2013.

“We agreed to submit this ve-
quest to the Turkish authorities as
an official request of the CMP and it
has been publicly announced before
the Political Freedoms Committee
of the Buropean Parliament,” Aris-
totelous said.

“We are expecting the Desponse
from the other side,” he added ex-
pressing the hope that progress will
be made shortly.

His view is that the CMP should

be protected as it is the only tool
of the Greek and Turkish Cypriot
sides to investigate the fate of the
1SS,

“The CMP has to have everyone’s
support without party interference
and vested interests,” Aristotelous
said.

Since 2006, the remains of 950
missing persons have been found
of the total of 2,001 missing per-
sons (1,608 Greek Cypriots and 493
Turkish Cypriots).

A total of 419 persons have so far
been identified and the number will
rise to 470 by the end of the year.

According to Aristotelous, it is
necessary to strengthen the infor-
mation sector in investigating the
fate of the missing, with failure
to renew the contracts of two re-
searchers having caused major dif-
ticulties in the committee’s task.

Aristotelous appealed to author-
ities to complete the agreement: for
the services offered by the Cyprus

Institute of Neurology and Genet-
ics (ONG) so ations are re-
stored between the two parties.

I take the opportunity to ex-
press the wish for the right condi-
tions to be created so that the ge
netic analysis, which i
out abroad, returns to Cyprus,
istotelous sa

His view
Purki
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Exhumations in military zones
have a 509% success rate compared
to 35% in “political zones”, he said,
noting that exhumationsin military
zones should be a top priority for the
CMP.

Aristotelous called for compre-
hen common planning on the
basi study to meet the commit-
nd strategy inorder to
it in completing its “holy mis-

sion”.



