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R2685/36/EC
10 December 2009

Mr Petros Clerides

Attorney General

Office of the Attorney General
Law Office of the Republic
1403 Nicosia

Cyprus

VIA FAX & MAIL

Your Exceilency

Re: international Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance

On the occasion of human rights today we wouid like to draw the attention of Your
Excellency to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance (hereinafter the Convention).

As you well know the Convention was adopted by the UN General Assembly by
consensus on 20 December, 2006 and it represents the culmination of a long effort
by many families of disappeared, non-governmental organizations and governments
to address, through international law, the continuing problem of enforced
disappearances.

On 6 February 2007 the Convention was opened for signature in Paris. We were
pleased to see that Cyprus was one of the countries to sign at that time. So far 81
countries have signed the Convention and 10 countries have ratified.

We welcome the positive attitude of the Cypriot government towards the Convention.
However, we notice the lapse of more than two years since its signature with no
further developments. Its paramount importance for Cyprus can hardly be
overstated. Cyprus has long suffered from this practice with many disappearances of
Cypriot citizens still being unresoived.

We have already communicated our concern with the fact that Cyprus has not yet
taken effective steps towards ratification by addressing the competent Minister, Mr
Loucas Louca.

Truth Now NGO Lid

The Chanteclair Housge - 2 Sophaulis Stregt - Gth (Top: Floor - 1996 Micosia - Cyprus
Pastat Address: RO.Box 21646 CY-1511 Nicosia - Tel: +357 22 67 60 50 - Fax: +357 22 £7 6C 61 - Email: info@ldlaw.com.cy



Ratification will not only promote a significant convention in the field of human rights,
but it will also allow Cyprus to take up a position in the treaty body provided therein
(the Committee), thus providing the opportunity to mark the first steps of its
operation.

We would therefore urge you to promote the preparation of a ratifying law to the
House of Representatives as a top priority of the Law Office of the Republic. The
Convention will enter into force after 20 ratifications. Until today, 17 States have
ratified it. By taking action without hesitation, Cyprus would be distinguished among
the first countries to ratify the Convention and would therefore be instrumental to its
entry into force.

Your Excellency,

The new Convention provides, inter alia, for the right to truth of the victims and of
their relatives. Although the Convention does not have a retroactive effect, ratifying
the Convention would send a strong, symbolical message that the State is endorsing
its citizens’ claim to have the fate of their loved ones ascertained.

Additionally we stress the importance for Cyprus to:

» Adjust legislation to all the provisions of the Convention.

¢ Refrain from reservations to the Convention that may resuit incompatible with
the object and purpose of the convention;

*» Recognize the competence of the new Committee on Enforced
Disappearance to receive and consider individual complaints; and

We look forward to the acts that prove the dedication of the Cyprus government to
eradicate enforced disappearances. In the meantime we remain available for a
constructive dialogue.

Yours sincerely

fifleas Demetriades

TRUTH NOW (http://www . truthnow.eu/)
Member of the International Coalition against Enforced Disappearances (ICAED)



R2685/534/EC

FACSIMILE COVER SHEET

[NOTICE: This fax contains confidential information intended for the Recipient only. Any
other use or disclosure is strictly prohibited; if you receive this fax by error please notify us
immediately (reverse charges calls are accepted) and destroy the material received. Thank

you. |

From: Achilleas Demetriades
Truth Now NGO Lad
Nicosia - Cyprus

Date: 10 December 2009

Total Number of Pases: 3

To: Loucas Louca
Minister of Justice and Public Order
Ministry of Justice and Public Order
Nicosia - Cyprus

Re: International Convention for the
Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance

J Recipient’s Fax: 22 518358

[F IN DIFFICULTY, RING (357) 22676060

Postal Addresar A0 Box 21646 U151

Z Sophw

s o

Truth Now NGO Ltq

MESSAGE




R2685/34/EC
10 December 2009

Mr Loucas Louca

Minister of Justice and Public Order
Ministry of Justice and Public Order
Athalassas Avenue 125

1461 Strovolos

Nicosia

Cyprus

VIA FAX & MAIL

Your Excellency

Re: International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance

On the occasion of human rights today we would like to draw the attention of Your
Exceliency to the international Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance (hereinafter the Convention).

As you well know the Convention was adopted by the UN General Assembly by
consensus on 20 December, 2006 and it represents the culmination of a long effort
by many families of disappeared, non-governmental organizations and governments
to address, through international law, the continuing problem of enforced
disappearances.

On 6 February 2007 the Convention was opened for signature in Paris. We were
pleased to see that Cyprus was one of the countries to sign at that time. So far 81
countries have signed the Convention and 17 countries have ratified.

We welcome the positive attitude of the Cypriot government towards the Convention.
However, we notice the lapse of more than two years since its signature with no
further developments. Its paramount importance for Cyprus can hardly be
overstated. Cyprus has long suffered from this practice with many disappearances of
Cypriot citizens still being unresolved.

We have already communicated our concern with the fact that Cyprus has not yet
taken effective steps towards ratification by addressing Your Excellency on various
occasions. We remain alarmed by the fact that no concrete steps towards swift
ratification are taken. Truth Now NGO Ltd

The Chanteclair House - 2 Sophoulis Street - 9th {Top) Floor - 1096 Nicosfa - Cyprus
Pastal Address: P.0.Box 21646 CY-1511 Nicosia - Tel: 357 22 67 60 60 - Fax: +357 22 67 60 61 - Email: infoi®ldiaw.com.cy



Ratification will not only promote a significant convention in the field of human rights,
but it will also allow Cyprus to take up a position in the treaty body provided therein
(the Committee), thus providing the opportunity to mark the first steps of its
operation.

We would therefore urge you to promote the preparation of a ratifying law to the
House of Representatives as a top priority of your Ministry. The Convention will enter
into force after 20 ratifications. Until today, 17 States have ratified it. By taking action
without hesitation, Cyprus would be distinguished among the first countries to ratify
the Convention and would therefore be instrumental to its entry into force.

Your Excellency,

The new Convention provides, inter alia, for the right to truth of the victims and of
their relatives. Although the Convention does not have a retroactive effect, ratifying
the Convention would send a strong, symbolical message that the State is endorsing
its citizens’ claim to have the fate of their loved ones ascertained.

Additionally we stress the importance for Cyprus to:

» Adjust legislation to all the provisions of the Convention.

* Refrain from reservations to the Convention that may result incompatible with
the object and purpose of the convention;

* Recognize the competence of the new Committee on Enforced
Disappearance to receive and consider individual complaints; and

We look forward to the acts that prove the dedication of the Cypriot government to

eradicate enforced disappearances. In the meantime we remain available for a
constructive dialogue.

Yours sincere

Achilleas Demetriades

TRUTH NOW (http:.//www truthnow eu/)
Member of the International Coalition against Enforced Disappearances (ICAED)
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R2685/35/EC
10 December 2009

Mr Markos Kyprianou
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Presidential Palace Avenue
1447 Nicosia

Cyprus

VIA FAX & MAIL

Your Excellency

Re: International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance

On the occasion of human rights today we would like to draw the attention of Your
Excellency to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance (hereinafter the Convention).

As you well know the Convention was adopted by the UN General Assembly by
consensus on 20 December, 2006 and it represents the culmination of a long effort
by many families of disappeared, non-governmental organizations and governments
to address, through international !aw, the continuing problem of enforced
disappearances.

On & February 2007 the Convention was opened for signature in Paris. We were
pleased to see that Cyprus was ane of the countries to sign at that time. So far 81
countries have signed the Convention and 17 countries have ratified.

We welcome the positive attitude of the Cypriot gavernment towards the Convention.
However, we notice the lapse of more than two years since its signature with no
further developments. Its paramount importance for Cyprus can hardly be
overstated. Cyprus has long suffered from this practice with many disappearances of
Cypriot citizens still being unresolved.

We have already communicated our concern with the fact that Cyprus has not yet
taken effective steps towards ratification by addressing your colleague, Mr Loucas
Louca.

Truth Now NGO Ltd

The Chanteclair House - 2 Saphouiis Street - 9th (Top) Flcor < 1096 Nicosia - Cyprus
Postal Address: RO.Box 21646 CY-1511 Micesia - Tel: +357 22 67 60 60 - Fax; +357 22 67 60 6) - Emall; infodldiaw.com.cy



Ratification will not only promote a significant convention in the field of human rights,
but it will also allow Cyprus to take up a position in the treaty body provided therein
(the Committee), thus providing the opportunity to mark the first sieps of its
operation.

We would therefore urge you to promote the preparation of a ratifying law to the
House of Representatives as a top priority of your Ministry. The Convention wili enter
into force after 20 ratifications. Until today, 17 States have ratified it. By taking action
without hesitation, Cyprus would be distinguished among the first countries to ratify
the Convention and would therefore be instrumental to its entry into force.

Your Excellency,

The new Convention provides, inter alia, for the right to truth of the victims and of
their relatives. Although the Convention does not have a retroactive effect, ratifying
the Convention would send a strong, symbolical message that the State is endorsing
its citizens' claim to have the fate of their loved ones ascertained.

Additionally we stress the importance for Cyprus to:

» Adjust legislation to all the provisions of the Convention.

» Refrain from reservations to the Convention that may result incompatible with
the object and purpose of the convention;

» Recognize the competence of the new Committee on Enforced
Disappearance to receive and consider individual complaints; and

We look forward to the acts that prove the dedication of the Cypriot government to
eradicate enforced disappearances. In the meantime we remain available for a
constructive dialogue.

Yours sincerely

Achilleas Demetriades

TRUTH NOW (http:/Avww_truthnow eu/)
Member of the International Coalition against Enforced Disappearances (ICAED)
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R2685/37/EC
10 December 2009

Mr Marios Garoyian
President of the House
House of Representatives
1402 Nicosia

Cyprus

VIA FAX & MAIL

Your Excellency

Re: International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced
Disappearance

On the occasion of human rights today we would like to draw the attention of Your
Excellency to the International Convention for the Protection of All Persons from
Enforced Disappearance (hereinafter the Convention).

As you well know the Convention was adopted by the UN General Assembly by
consensus on 20 December, 2006 and it represents the culmination of a long effort
by many families of disappeared, non-governmental organizations and governments
to address, through international law, the continuing problem of enforced
disappearances.

On 6 February 2007 the Convention was opened for signature in Paris. We were
pleased to see that Cyprus was one of the countries to sign at that time. So far 81
countries have signed the Convention and 17 countries have ratified it.

We welcome the positive attitude of the Cypriot government towards the Convention.
However, we notice the lapse of more than two years since its signature with no
further developments. Its paramount importance for Cyprus can hardly be
overstated. Our country has Ilong suffered from this practice with many
disappearances of Cypriot citizens still being unresoived.

We have already communicated our concern with the fact that Cyprus has not yet
taken effective steps towards ratification by addressing the Minister of Justice, Mr.
Loukas Louka.

Truth Now NGO Ltd

Trhe Chantechair House - 2 Saphoulis Street - 9tk {Top) Floor - 1096 Kicosla - Cyprus
Postal Address: PO.Box 21646 CY-1511 Nicosia - Telr +#357 22 67 60 60 - Fax: +357 22 67 60 61 - Email: info@diaw.com.oy



Ratification will not only promote a significant convention in the field of human rights,
but it will also allow Cyprus to take up a position in the treaty body provided therein
(the Committee), thus providing the opportunity to mark the first steps of its
operation.

We would therefore urge you to promote the preparation of a ratifying law to the
House of Representatives as a top priority. The Convention will enter into force after
20 ratifications. Until today, 17 States have ratified it. By taking action without
hesitation, Cyprus would be distinguished among the first countries to ratify the
Convention and would therefore be instrumental to its entry into force.

Your Excellency,

The new Convention provides, inter alia, for the right to truth of the victims and of
their relatives. Although the Convention does not have a retroactive effect, ratifying
the Convention would send a strong, symbolical message that the State is endorsing
its citizens’ claim to have the fate of their loved ones ascertained.

Additionally we stress the importance for Cyprus to:

s Adjust legislation to all the provisions of the Convention.

=« Refrain from reservations to the Convention that may resuit incompatible with
the object and purpose of the convention;

= Recognize the competence of the new Committee on Enforced
Disappearance to receive and consider individual complaints; and

We look forward to the acts that prove the dedication of Cyprus to eradicate enforced
disappearances. In the meantime we remain available for a constructive dialogue.

Yours sincerely

emetriades

TRUTH NOW (http://www._truthnow.eu/)
Member of the International Coalition against Enforced Disappearances (ICAED)
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